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1 
My invention relates fo can openers, and more 
particularly fo a can opener for cutting or shear- 
ing the top portion of a can. 
An object of my invention is to provide a shear- 
ing blade that will cut or shear a semi-circular 
opening into the top of the can around the inner 
peripheral surface of its outer wall. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 
a device of the character described that wfll per- 
mit a maxinmm amount of leverage during the 
cutting or shearing operation. 
Still another object of my invention is to pro- 
vide a device that may be constructed in various 
sizes to fit the type of can to which if is to be 
applied. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 
a device of the character described that is con- 
structed with a separate handle that is adaptable 
for use with any size of shearing blade. 
A stfll further object of my invention is to pro- 
vide a device that may be safely manipulated by 
the operator without the danger of slippage. 
It is maniïest to anyone familiar with the art, 
that the conventional blade-type can opener 
leaves a jagged edge which creates a hazard, 
whfle the revolving-blade type of opener requires 
the can or the device to be rotated during its 
manipulation. With the device illustrated, speci- 
fied and claimed herein, it is merely necessary 
for the operator to clamp the device into position 
on the can and apply only downward pressure on 
the handle whfle the can is held in a fixed posi- 
tion during the manipulation, thereby permitting 
the shearing of a smooth, clean, semi-circular cut 
through the cover around the inner edge of the 
can, and providing a large opening to permit 
accessibflity to the contents of the can. 
Other and further objects of my invention will 
become more apparent as the description pro- 
ceeds, when taken in conjunction with the draw- 
ing in which: 
Figm'e 1 is a perspective view of the handle and 
blade assembled, ready fo apply to a can. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the lever han- 
dle. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the semi-cir- 
cular blade. 
Figure 4 is a top or plan view of the blade and 
handle assembled. 
Figure 5 is a lateral cross-sectional view of the 
device applied onto a can, ready for the shearing 
operation, and 
Figure 6 is a view as shown in Figm'e 5 with the 
shearing blade inserted through the cover of the 
can. 
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3 Claires. (CI. 30--5.5) 
Similar characters of reference indicate cor- 
responding parts throughout the several views, 
and referring now to the same, the character 10 
shows a blade of semi-circular contom-, open ai 
5 11 thereby providing two ends, each one equipped 
with an engaging hook shown as 12 and 12', the 
ends being offset ai 13 and 13'. Opposite from 
the engaging hooks 12 and 12' is shown a con- 
tact point 14 which is ai the bottom of a wider 
10 portion 15 of the blade member. The lower edge 
of the blade member 10 is tapered from the con- 
tact point 14 upward to a narrow point 15 and 
16' immediate]y adjacent the offset portions 
and 13'. 
15 The wide portion 15 of the blade member is 
provided with an elongated slot  ] which extends 
through the blade, and immediately below the 
slot I] in the blade, is shown an indentation 
which extends inwardly from the face of the 
20 blade. 
There, is a handle 19, which is a separate unit 
constructed of metal or the like, and which is 
'shown provided with an embossed bead portion 
20 to provide rigidity to the handle structure. 
25 The handle 19 is offset at 21 and terminates into 
a semi-radial section shown as 22. The handle 
is folded back onto itself providing an oppositely 
disposed semi-radial section 23 which terminates 
into a ho0k 24 at its extreme end. 
30 In Figures 5 and 6, I show a conventional type 
of can 25 having side walls 25 and a cover 
Obviously, the upper and lower peripheral edges 
of the can   are folded over into a bead shown 
as 28. 
35 In operation, it is only necessary to place 
the circular blade 10 on top of the cover 
of the can 20 in a manner whereby the engaging 
hooks 12 and 12' engage the bead 28 on the upper 
peripheral edge of the can 26. The contact point 
:0 14 tests on the top surface of the cover 2]. 
The radial section 23, with the hook member 
24 of the handle 19, is next inserted from the 
inner face oï the blade 10, through the slot 
in the blade 10, and the hook member 24 is 
45 placed below the bead 28 on the outer periphery 
on the top of the can 25. The hook 24 will be 
disposed opposite from the engaging hooks 
and 12', and as the lever 9 is forced downward, 
the portion 29 on the lever will contact the upper 
50 edge of the blade. 10, thereby forcing the con- 
tact point 14 into and through the cover 2], al- 
lowing the tapered edge 0 of the blade 0 to 
cut a semi-circular path through the cover 
of the can, and as the blade is forced downward 
55 to a position where the indentation of the blade 



28 is below the edge of the cut portion of the can---provtded with an inwardly disposed hook mem- 

cover, if will contact the cut portion of the can 
cover 27 when the handle 19 is raised, and the 
blade ! 0 is removed from the can, thereby bring- 
ing the cut portion of the cover 27 out of the 
can and permitting ready access to the contents 
of the can. 
In the chosen embodiments of my invention, 
there are many .features that identify the tn- 
stant invnïJh-.fronï h prior at, and altïough- 
I have shïïh a sPcificonstructibn,I am fuÏly 
cognizant of the ïact that many changes may b¢ 
made in the structure of the device without de: 
parting from the spirit of my invention or the 
scope of the appended claires. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Lette..rs Pate_nt ir the 
United States is: 
1. A device of the character described com- 
prising in combination, a semi-circular shearing 
blade and. a hand!e, said blade open ai one .point 
and proided with two separate ends, each Of 
sïid_ends equpiJed with engaging ho0k mem- 
bérs .exterding inwardI,-said blade provided with 
a-contact pohat its lower edge opposite said 
ho0k members and an elongated, horizontal sl0t 
dsposed ïmmediately above said contact mem- 
ber, said handle formed with a hook member 
ïorengagement through the slot in Said blade, 
said hook disp0sed i opposite relaioï fo the 
handle and eztending inward towa.rd thè en- 
gagin hbols in the opposite side'of the blhde. 
"2. A can operiing device Comprising a .semi- 
circular blade member and a handle, sai d handlç 

ber, said blade provided with a slot disposed 
therethrough to accommodate said hook member 
in said handle, said blade further provided with 
$.. a pair of inwardly engaging hooks in opposite 
relation to the hook in said handle when satd 
handle is disposed in said slot, said blade hav- 
ing a contact point immediately below said slot, 
and a 10xer shea:ing edge tapered from said con- 
10 taC point toaièl engdgin h0ks, si.dl-handle 
bèing radialy dposed-'t::bne èhd fo provide 
the. contact oî said handle with the.upper edge 
of said blade when pressure is applied fo said 
handle.. 
15 3 A c opening device of the character de- 
 scribèd comprising in combination, a semi-cir- 
clm;, blade.-hai.ng:.two open narrow ends, each 
end Pr0ided with engaging hooks extending in- 
ward, a contact point .at the lower edge of satd 
2 blade and tapering to said narrow open ends, 
said semi:ecircular blade provided with an.-elon- 
gated, slot extending therethrough ab0ve said 
contact point, a lever handle îolded against itself 
on one end/and provided with an inwardly ex- 
2 tending.h0ok, said handle inserted through said 
siot ïrom the inside .outward, thereby causing. 
said lever handle fo extend outward ïrom the. 
top .edge of said blade while the hook on. said 
handle extends inward below, the.top edge of said 
O blade. 
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